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SERMON 
| Preached in a 
Country-Audience 

—_- 5 On the late Day of :- | 

Faſting ad Pzayer, 


JANUARY zo. 


yr —— rec 49 


1 Tim. hi. 1, 2. 


T- exhort therefore that firſt of all Supplications , 
Prayers, Interceſſions and giving of thanks be made 
for all men : 

For Kings and all that are m authority , that we 

. _ may.leada quiet and peaceable life in all godlmeſs 
and boneſty. 


Know no time more ſeaſonable to recommend to 
"BE you this great and general Duty of Prayer, Pray- 
' <r for our ſelves and others, Prayer for the whole 
body of the Nation, prayer for al men, than up- 
on this day of Solemn Peres Faſting and Prayer. 


—_ . "I" eo og. 


_—_ 


Tf. 32. 17, 
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I know no time more _—_— to recommend to 
you the eſpecial duty of Prayer for Kings and Magi- 
ſtrates, than upon this day which gives us fo ſorrowful a 
ramemhrance of the fatal fall of the beſt of Prigices, aj f 
thereinztoo evident a proof; of the great dangers Tha 
even ſuch are Expoſed to, afid corifeqtiently of the great 
need they ſtand in of:pkt>(Prayets. And I know no 
words more proper to mind you of the duty of Prayer 
in generah. ar- of - this -pdrticulpr. dury. pf Praying for 
Kings and” Goverrionrs 7 than «theſe *of *ur* Apolttle : 
which contain a fatherly. admonition of Pa#/, the aged, 
to his Son Timothy, Tihatm the overſight of his Dio- 
ceſs he would take ſpecial care that ſolemgPraygs be 


duly.put.up toAlmigttty Gody-in-the ſeveral es 
; rs Y gl Bod EVE: awd 


ſtrans, */ ©. by is — 

I. For all Mer, not only for Believers, but for In- 
fidels; not only for Friettds and Relations, but for Ene- 
mies and Perſecutors. | 

2, For Men of Place and power, for Kings and all 
that are in authority. Aker which,: 

3. He propounds a motive to procure Prayers for 
ſuch. eſpeciall , viz. that we tnay lead a. quiet and 
peaceable life 'in all goalineſs aud honeſty z_ That ho- 
lineſs and righteoufneſs may be ſo encour-ged andpro-. 
moted ,by the religious care and zeal of thoſe that are 
zn anthority, that we' may enjoy the fritit of righte\ 
onfne ſr, which is- peace, and the effe@ ofirighteon ſ-- 
neſs which is quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. ' 

1-exhort therefore, that firſt of all, ſupplications, 
prayers, interceſſuons and giving of thanks be made 
for all men : For Kings and all:that are in-authority,. 
that we may lead 4 quiet and peaceable life in.all gog- 
lineſs and honeſtly. _ | Eo hy 

hele ſeveral words; . Supplications, Prayers, Inter. 
| cejſrons, . 


eee, 
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ceſſions, are generally underſtood to fignify ſeveral ſorts 


of, Prayer 5 | The faſt! Amiocs, -:depre cations of. evil, 
whether of ſin, or: punifhment.: The ſecond regomnes, 
petitions for all thoſe good things which reſpe& either 
this preſent life, or that which is to come. The third 
oYTV5es Interceſſions or Praying : for other Men. To 
be ſure under them with that other of Than krgiving 
our Apoſtle comprehends all kinds of Prayer, which 
he would have uſed in its proper place, for its proper 
ends and purpoſes. 

We need not diſtinguiſh nicely of the different ſenſe 
of each word, becauſe the Apoſtle might well uſe three 
words of the ſame,. or very near the ſame fignification, 
the more throughly to commend to us, and the more 
earneſtly to preſs upon us, the neceſlity and benefit of 
devout, fervent, and conſtant Prayer * I exbort there» 
fore that ſupplications, prayers, interceſſuons be made, 
and I exhort it before all other _— as the principal 
duty of Religion, which is to take place of all thereſt. 
T exbort to-it firſt of all, &c. 

. In my difcourſeupon this ſubject I ſhall ſpeak, 
1. Ofthe duty of Praying for all Men, 
2, Of our;particular obligation to pray for Kings, 
and iſtrates. 
' Z. Tſhall make uſe of the motive in the Text, t 
ther with ſome others, to enforce this expreſſion 'of 
ons Loyalty, by praying for the: King and his Mint- 

I. I is a Chriſtian duty to Pray/for all Men, for all 
ſorts and conditions of Men 3/ for Heathen and Jewiſh 
Infidels, as well as for believing Chriſtians; for all, that 
err. and are; ſeduced; . as well as for thoſe that are-ſound 
m'the Faith 3 for our. enemies:and perſecutors as welf 
as forour friends and relations; We areto pray for the 

B 2 __ conver» 


—C A 


--> ». 66008 % 


mes. « 
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i . converſion of the one, as well as the confirmation of 
| 'the other ; for. reconcilement to-our Encmies, ' as well 
asfor the continuance of amity with'our Friends. - - * 
| St. Chryſoſtom apon this place laments not only the 
narrownels,. and contra&ion, ' of this charitable devo- 
| tion, but allo the total defect of it in many Men, and 
| the contrary vice in fome : Someupon all occaſions pray 
againſt, and curſe their Neighbours, wiſhing evil may 
| befal them 3 others thinkthey do very well,it they pray 
for their friends and acquaintance, for thoſe that have 
f *Exaivey 4g done them good, or are like to do ſo. The firſt fort 
cunrrs 7 Pray like Heathens,. the ' ſecond but like Jews at beſt, 


* x Tovea oy ; = a” TD | : 
%fiyau ai Ni, MaSwuey '£U YET Ws YehnAaVOL Let us learn to pray like 
| 0UF+ .Chriſtians, not only forgiving :our enemies, biit be- 
[ ſeeching God to forgive them too 5 That we may ſay 
with the Apoſtles, Being reviled we bleſi, being per- 
t 1 Cer. 4. 12. Jecuted we ſuffer it, being defamed we intreat, miga- 


x92c0uer, We endeavourto: pacify them by mild and 
ſoft anſwers, ſay ſome Interpreters; we pray to God for 
them, we beg that he would pardon. them; and turn 
| | their hearts, ſay others. The good Chriftian praiſeth 
both : He ## gentle towards all men,” and prays for 
thoſe who deſprightfally uſe him and perſecute him. 
'This is the Glory and excellency of the Chriſti ar { 
Spirit, by this it bore up and maintained its -reputa- 
tion and renown, when the world ' was moſt bent to 
blaſt and deſtroy it 3. By this it got ground of the Hea- 
then Philoſophy, madeits way through all the oppoſi- 
tion of Arms, and Arts, and took poſſeſſion of Greece 
and Rome, the moſt powerful and the moſt learned 
parts of the world. For nothing ever gained a greater 
eſteem, .or procured-better entertainment for the Go- 
Tpel of our Saviour, than the patient ſufferings of its 
__Prinuitive profeſſors, ' and their unparalleled kindneſs 
7s © LOS 
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to their moſt malicious and bloody Perſecutors ; and 
It hath been obſerved throughout: all ages, that Pa- 
tience, Prayers. and. Tears have been the ' Churches 
.moſt ſerviceable weapons. 


Great profeſſors of Religion, 'tis true, have conquer-. 


ed by other Arms; but theſe alone make Religion it 
ſelf victorious 5 Theſe keep the Crown upon its head, 
- maintain its Royalties,. uphold -its Honour and Digni- 
ty. in the World 5 Theſe ſet Chriſt upon his throne 
indeed, and eſtabliſh his Kingdom in the hearts of Men. 
And what did ever more ſhake and weaken the mter- 


_cſt of Religion, than the zealous endeavours of high 


pretendersto.promote it by violence and force of Arms? 
When inſtead of Exhortetions to Supplication, Prayer 
and Interceſſion, We bave heard of nothing , but 
. curſe ye Meroz, and. to your tents O Iſrael: nothing 
but encouragement to Mutiny, inſtigations to Sedition, 
and beatings up far Rebellion, and all this under the co- 
lour ofReligion,and a goodly talk of Reformation; but 
how much this tended to the ſcandal -and real damage of 
Religion, to the ony and v—_ of Infidelity 
and Atheiſm, we ought this- day eſpecially to conſider 
and bewail: Andin our ſad-review of the calamities of 
the late Civil War, . nothing ought to -affli& us more, 
than the impairing of the credit of Religion thereby 3. 
though thanks be to God there is no juſt reaſon that 
this ſhould 1n the leaſt touch or blemiſh the Honour of 
the Proteſtant Religion; for we know now too well 
whence the Docrines come of Rebelling againſt, of de- 
poling.and murdering of Kings z we know the Plot of 
this days bloody Tragedy was laid at Rome, and a&ed 
by the Sedts of their making among our ſelves, vo 
As-in themurder of King Foafo, of which we read: 
2 Chron. 24, 26.. we are given-to underſtand that 
none 


A Sermon on the 20. 
None of the Profeliors of the Tue Religion had any 
d "Ry Wo . | 4 4 


We are to Pray for all Men, 
Hembra ſums 7. Becaule we all Partake of the lame common na- 
Magn; Corporis, ture, and are B ren of the fame Heavenly Fa ther, 
natos frcit, Se who of one blood bath made ill the #ations » f the 
.neca earth, and ſtill doth Protect and preſerye them by a 


2. All Men have an Intereſt in the Redemption of 
the common Saviour of the World, they are bought 


With the fame inceſtimable price, the Precious blood of 


the Sor of God, who would have al men be ſaved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth, as it follows a lit 
tle after my Text, and again verſe 6. Who gave hin. 
Self « ran ſome for al - Sothar the Rich and the Poor, 
the little and the mighty ones of the Earth MEEt toge- 
ther,and God IS not Only the Creator, but the Redeemer 
of them all. Wt - 
. , 3- All Men ſtang 18 need of Prayers, and are Capa« 
ble of receiving benefit by them 3 and therefore we are 
not to withhold this charity, gre joerg 


NM 
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ſa poor, but he-may, expreſs this charity, not only to 
ſome; butts allmen, : Pawpert as impenſe impedinen- Sinplicius: 
tam, volitntetis n0n Zem. Poverty 1n« ed doth difa-- 
ble our ' Beneficence, the bounty of the hand ; but not 
ur. Berevolence;the bounty of the heart, our good will: 
and apr good, wiſhes. 'By them the Poor may relieve 
the Rich; the mean and low ones, the high and migh-- 
wy of the ,Earth 3 by. them we may do good to thoſe 
whole faces. we never ſaw, and whoſe complaints we 
never heard 3 Our Prayers are. under no- confinement, 
they can-viſit: the: diſtreſſed afar off, as well as thoſe 
that are near, and by them our charity may embrace all 
the World. Who would not be a Benefactor when fo- 
little goegto make him one ?. Who would not be for- 
a to oblige all-mankind when he may do it fo ea-- 
ay 27 7, x 


.. F know ſame will be apt to complain, that praying 
for enemlies;. for the fpightful and cruel, for ſuchwhole 
malice is levelled againſt our Perſons and our Religion, 
is 4 hard ſaying: but to- facilitate this duty, let ſuch. 
conſider, 4A; 
-. 1, That herein we imitate, and are made like to our hs 
Heavenly Father, ini whom alone goodneſs is perfet, ax xa!? ixdgu 
' * How is he every day blaſphemed and diſhonoured? J#*&" oi 
« provoked ſometimes by Believers, . as well as Infidels, WIT 6: 
« beth in word and deed 2 What doth he do hereup- Feitira & 
* 0n.2 Doth he preſcntly extinguiſh. the light of .the ©." 7 
« Sun, and atreſt'the Moon in its courſe, daſh the Heas 75, «rig. 
« yens in pieces, and tear up the foundations of the *< ©1/ci-- 
« Earth 2 Doth he dry up theSca,and {top the running: | 
< of the Springs 2 Doth he mix and. confound the Air 
« and the other Elements? None of all this ; but cons 
« trariwiſe he cauſeth his Sun: to--ariſe;;, he grves: rain: 
«and; fruitful ſeaſons; he. produceth:nouriſhment. oat: 


C6 


wy 
CY 


KUM 
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&« of the Earth, for blaſphemers, teful wicked 
< Men, and perſecutors, and that not for one two or 
& three days, but throughout the whole courſe of their 
| < lives 3 Let us go and do hkewiſe fo far -as humane 
© frailty will permit. We cannot make the Sun ariſe up- 

© on the World, but we may by our Prayers derive 
TY < ſomewhat of Gods infinitegoodneſs upon it ; we can- 
'F <.not give rain, but we may forbear pouring outcurſes; 
f | « we cannot give food perhaps to onr enemy when he 
* hangers, yet we may forbear revenge and injury. If 
we can do him-no other real good, ſtill we may pray 
for him, and by this, we ſhall in ſome degree, reſem- 
ble our Father which is in Heaven, 

2. Wehereby conforni to the pattern,as well as to the 
precepts of our bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who was not 
provoked to any impatience under his ſufferings by: the 
þ/ higheſt affronts and indignities that were put upon 

| | bim, or to any expreſſion of ill will towards thoſe that 
Þ inflicted them 3 He was led as a lamb to the laughter, 
þ end as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo opened he 
not his month, more than to pray for thoſe that cruct- 
fied him, Father forgive them for they know not what 
they do. This bumility, and condeſcenfion of kindneſs 
was the height of his Glory : and truly it isthe ſingular <N 
excellency and perfection of his Religion, as hath beea L 
already mtimated, that it inſtrufs us to imitate this 

charity of his. For your further encouragement I 

might ſet before you the examples not only of the for- 

titude: and patience, but of the admirable charity of 

many holy Martyrs in ſeveral ages of the Church. But 

I ſball at this time only point you to the great Martyr 
of this day, and'it is: very obſervable what high degrees 

of this truly Chriſtian Charity warmed'his Royal heart, 
how full he was of compaſſion towards his moſt cruel, 


and 


"74:04" "i. Wn: 


CUM 
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and deadly enemies, not only praying for them uv 


the ſcaffold, but in his Cloſer devotions : Thow. who 


madeſt thy Son a Saviour to many that Crucified him, 
O let the voice of his blood be heard for my murtherers, 
louder than the cry of mine againſt them. dt 

After all this ſome perhaps may ignorantly alledge 
that of our bleſſed Saviour, John 17. 9. for a diſpen- 
fation in this caſe, if not for a contrary praftice, 7 pray 
for them, I pray not for the world, but for them which 
thou haſt given me. But we are not by theſe words to 
underſtand: that our Saviour did wholly leave wicked 
men out of his prayers; but he preferred his Apoſtles 
and faithful ſervants before them, theſe were neareſt his 
heart, and peculiarly dear to him: and as there are de- 
grees in Gods kindneſs, ſo may and ought there to be 
in our prayersz whileſt-we pray forall men, .we are to 
pray more —_— for ſome. 10:4 —_ 

1. For our kindred, near relations and intimate 
friends. With what ardency, -and tranſports of zeal 


Meſes and St. Pawul prayed for ſuch, we read Exod. 32. | | 


31,32. Rom. 9. 3. D 

2, For the Church of God, for the wholecongregati- 
on of Chriſtian people. The City of Jeruſalem was 
heretofore honoured above all the Cities of the world, 
by Gods placing his name-there, and by that folemn 
worſhip, which was there performed to him, when the 
Tribes came up thither thrice a year, ec. Upon which 
account it was a T ype of the true Church,and the whole 


—C_—_ 


company of Gods faithful people are called, the howſe Zach. 12. 1 
of Jacob, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, The Heg- Heb. 12. 22. 


venly Fernſalems. And therefore they were to pray for 
the Church under this title, -Pray. for the peace of Fe- 
ruſalem, Pſalm 122.6, 7. Peace be within thy walls, 


and proſperity within thy Palaces, &c. The Lord 
C would 


m 
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Ifa. 62. 6, 7. 


Dan. 9. 16, 


Ephefſ. 1. 17, 
18, 19, 
Epel. 1. 3, 4 


Col. 4. 3. 
1 Thel, 5. 25. 


Cob. 4. 32,13, 


Mar. 16. 18. 


-would not heve theme hold their peace, for Jeruſalems 
fake, nor give hins any reſt till be mage it «praiſe in 
the earth, . And it was a molt fervent and pathetical 
Preyer, that of . Daniet's, O Lord, according to al 
thy righteouſneſs, let thine auger and fury be turned 
eway from thy City Jernſelow thy holy Mountain, be- 
cexſe far the fins and the iniquity of aur Fathers, 
Feruſalem and thy people ave become a reproach to all 
that are about w. I. 0” 

And doubtleſs we under the Goſpel, have all reaſon 
to.own the fame or greater abligations, to pray for the 
Peace and profperity of the Church of God; and if 
we are not wholly devoid of che ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
we ſhall expres a ſympathy with our fellow members, 
rejoycing with thoſe that rejoyce, aud weeping with 
thoſe that weep, praying molt affeRionately for thoſe 
of the fame holy communion with our felves, that God 
would be pleated to confirm them in ts truth, keep 
them found im the faith, ſuccour them by hisgrace, de- 
fend them by his power, dever ther: from every evil 
work, and preſerve them to his heavenly Kingdom. 

For this, 'among others, we have the example of 
our Apoſile preying for the Churches, as well as defir- 
ing their preyers for himſelf upon all occaſions, par- 
ticularly when he foreſaw that he ſhould meet with, 
enemies in Judea, Rows. 15.30, 31- This is left upon 
record, as an honourable teftimony of Epaphras his 
zeal for the Church and people of God, That he 1- 
boured fervently for them in prayer, that they might 

ftland perfe# and compleat in all the will of God. 

- Obj. But it may be objected againſt this part of our 
diſcourſe, that there is no ſuch need of praying for the 
Church, becauſe God bath undertaken to ſecure it, 
promiſing, That the gates of Hell ſball not prevail 
againſt it. An ſw, 
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As ſw. Tt is true, Chriſts Chyrch ſhall never totally 
fil, but no particular Churches ever had a Patent of 
tual preſervation : The decays and ruins of the 
ern Churches are 3 yy anoey inſtance of the 
contrary, and what hath been done to one Church, - 
way certainly be done to another 3 what hath been 
done in Afia, may be done in Ewrope. Nor is that 
Church exempt which calleth her ſelf the 4fother and 
Lneew of the reft; but.as ſhe is fallen already m a lad 
degree from her firſt love, from her trash and parity, 
ſo may ſhe ſoon be caſt down from her pomp and glorg, 
And indeed when we conſider her Apoſtiaſie from the 
Primitive Faith, in mapy particulars, we underſtand 
what great need there was, of that early caution of the 

Apoſtle, Be not bigh minded, but fear, But to ſay no Rom. 11. 20. 
more of that now. - All Gods promiſes of not faylingand 
forſaking his people are made with thisreſervecthat they 
donot wilfuly depart from him. AstheProphetſaid unto 

Aſa, The Lord is with you,while you are with hiem,end : Chron. 154 

if ye Jeek him, he will be found of you; but if you fore 20 

ſake bim, be will forſake you. In' which reſpe&, with- 
out naming any others at preſent, we ſee there isgreat 


IL 


reaſon that in. our-prayers and ſupplications for all men 
we intercede tally for the Church of God, in ſome 


ſuch words as thoſe of the Prophet, Spare thy rople, Joel 2. 17. 
O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach. 
3. We muſt pray more eſpecially for that part of 
the Church of God among our ſelves, -becauſe a natu- 
ral, and a civil added to the Chriſtian relation, ſtrength- 
ens our obligation to this duty. For my brethren: and va. 122. 7: 
companions ſake I will now ſay Peace he within thee. 
We that are united in the ſame ci9z/, as well as religs- 
ow intereſts;muſt needs ſuffer, or proſper together, and 
therefore ought to unite in _ intercefſions,to pray 
2 | 


—— 
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Jere. 14. 9. 
Zach. 2. $. 
Pſal. 147. 3+ 


Phil. r. 27. 


| moſt affe@ionately , for one another! and: the whole 


body of the" kingdom, Thet the God'by whoſe name 
we arc called wonld ot leave is; biitibe.a wall: of fire 
ronnd'about ws, and the glbry in the midſt of ws; that 
he would flirengthen the bars of Sions gates, and bleſs 
all her childrea within her'; That he would prote& 
his ordinances, maintain his' truths among us, and: con- 
tinue' his gracious prefence with'us 3 that he would pre- 
ferve the beauty and ſtability of religious government, 
that errours and herefies :may not infeſt the .Curch, 
nor injuſtice, treachery, rebellion, diſorder the 8tate ; 
but that the Tabernacle and the 'Tribanals, religion 
and policy may mutally ſuypport-and adorn eacty other 
That' our Jeruſalem may'ibe a City compatted and at 


_ union within it ſelf, that we-may not by any trifling or 


peeviſh differences among our ſ{clves open a breach for 
the common enemy to enter 1n at,- but that we may 
ſtand faſt in one:ſpirit, and with:one mind; ſtriving 


- .. together for the faith of the Goſpel;:.thavwe may com- 
: tend earneſtly for the faith once (delivered. to. tho 


84ints; that by all honeft and- orderly endeavours we 
may:joyn'together to.defend andiptomotre the.religion 
of'Chrift and'his Apoſtles, the religion of the farfband 
pureſt ages, 'the religion which the.-Church of -:Rowe 


| bath ſo groſly corrupted,the religion-which the Church 


of Exgland, with others, hath ſo happily reformed, the 
teligion whichthe blood'of fo many Martyrs:inthe days 
of our-Grandfathers bore witnets to; the: prefent. eſta- 
bliſhed: religion of our Country, known to-the:world 


1 by a+name which Fhope we ſhall never be afraid or 


aſhamed to own 5 The" Proteſtant ' Religion. For the 
flouriſhing! of +this teligion;-:foriunity and/love: among 
all: ite prbteiors we-ought earneſtly and 1mportunately 


 to-pray'si Blpeciallyi at! this time;:chis difficult and dan- 


' gerous 
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gerous time, now when thoſe who have ſo long envied 


our-Churehes proſperity, are ſo deeply ngaged FASY 
e 


rirpate and deſtroy.it;' ſeeing'their difſembled enmity 


can no” longer: conceal it felt, but breaks outan rage 


and violence, ſeeing their malice is already blooded, the 
courage of their cruelty heightned by ſucceſs, and ever 
day ready to fly in the face of all that ſhall oppoſe 
them. In this time of our fear and diſtreſs, every man 
ought toſtand upon his gun and if we are allowed 
no other weapons of defence, or oppolition, yet not 
to fail to liſt up boly hands in prayer to cry mightily 
xnto God, to umplore his help when all other fails. 
Now the Clouds follow after the rain, and new Storms 
gather every. day, and Mens. hearts generally fail thene 
for fear, and for looking after thoſe things which are 
coming on theearth. HET ans £2 ; 

: .zIt concerns us Iiſazy now if ever to pray like Men at 
Sea, like men/in a Tempeſt. (to whom a'little Religion 
-will ſupply. a great devotion). That God would be 
pleaſed to keep the Ark of his Church (till abovewater, 


ſupport aſinking State, calmall our fears, and comfort ' 


.our hearts with a bleſſed proſpect of -peace and (ettle- 
ment.” Fhat.he-:may do ſo, I ſay again it concerns us 


to:;pray. with. the poor diſtreſſed Mariners in Foz2b, Jonah 1. 14. 


WWe' beſeech thee O Lord, we beſecch thee, let ns not pe- 
.riſhyyea it concerns us to awake our ſecure Neighbours 
and Friends, that either are not apprehenſive of their 
'danper. or mindful of their remedy,” as. the Ship-maſter 
did Jozah in the midft of. that, dreadful ſtorm,  1hat 
zmcaneſt thou O ſleeper, ariſe and call upon thy God, if 
ſo be that God will think upon us that we periſh not. 
Times: of tear and trouble .are,. or ſhould. be times of 


prayer. and- paſſionate. impottunity,. Lord, i» troxble 16. 25. 15. 


have. they viſited. thee, thzy.have poured out a —_— 
when 
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whew 8 chaſtniag Wea v9 thee, 
| Ons ww. will fork borate 2 * Tha 
wh Wretches 
j 


time , =Y 
they pray not at all, *O ENCOUrage . our ſelves in 
this duty let us conlider, þh 


OW acceptable Our Prayers 
"© unto Gad at ſuch times, and how beneficial 
ſelves. 


to our 
I, How Acceptable they are to 
Pfal. 50. I. - that in 


as appears by 
the Plalms, Cay & 
James g, 13. will det; 


er reproach to ours, which net only pretends 
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| he delivered thers ont of their diftreſſer. Neither is 


there any reaſon at all, that we ſhould doubt of the 
condition, and with the me affections, as they did. I 
have not time to-ſhew you particularly, and at. large, 
bow your Prayers. maſt'be qualified, if you expet they 


like good effec, it we pray to the ſame God, inthe fame. 


ſkonld be foceſsful, I. ſhall anly mind, you, Thet God 
beareth no ſinters, thet if you regard iniquity in 


your hearts, tive in the allowance of any Sin, God will 
nat hear yaw: for your. ſaves, muck leſs for others. In 


ſuch acaſe we only.preſume upon God's favour, but 


do indeed-provoke his diſpleaſure, while we continue 
impenitent.and > pu his Majeſty by 


our unhallowed. ſacrifices, The preyer of the wicked ig Prov. 15. 8. 
er abomination to bimsto (uch he ſaith, whex ye ſpread 1, , og. 


forth your bands 1 will bide wine eyes from you; yea, 
when ye make wany prayers I'will not hear © your 
bands are os . 4 blood. That our Prayers therefore. 
may be we mult ſee that our repentance be 
fiacere, humbly acknowledging our wickedneſs and 
the iniquity af oxr Fathers, out unthankfulgel for mer- 
cies, for our peace and plenty, our civil and religious 
wiledges, aur diſcoatems, diflatisfattions, and difo- 
| wenn. under the beſt Governours, The moſt exe- 
crable crime, ro nm: murd bien {tained 
the memory of this day, the guilt {h- whereaf 
we ought to endeavour to waſh off, if poſlible, with 
the tears of godly ſorrow. - In vain may we hape to 
ſee better days unle(s we can heartily lament the iv of 
tbis, the ſins of all our days paſt, and reform our pre- 
Ent miſcarriages, thoſe abominable vices which are 
inconſiſtent with any Religion, and therefore the great- 
y more &© 
holinchs, but gives the ſtriftefi rules of life,not felling in- 


dulgences 


— 


5 


— 
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| dulgences/ at any rate; tiot granting Abſolutions to any 


x Joh. 3. 21, 
22. 


Job 11. 14+ 


who-do notas well forſake as confeſs theirs ſins, nor al- 
lowing 'any Penances ſhort of the mortification of 
DEAR... - 22290 | 

| Wecannot reaſonably expe& any good return of our 
Prayers, ' unleſs they be attended with hearty reſolutions 
of amendment of* life; Tt is not Faſting 'and Prayer, 
Alms and Prayer, Tears and Prayer, but Prayer and 
Holineſs, Prayer and a general Reformation that will 
avail. Repentance is'the beſt-argument to:move God 
to Mercy, and a holy :life'is a continual interceſſion; 
Beloved, if our hearts condemn ns not, then have we 
confidence toward God; and whatſoever we ack, 


' wereceive of him, becauſewe keep his commandments, 


and do thoſe things that are pleaſing in his fight. It is 
good counſel for us, tobe ſure, which Zophar gave'Fob. 
Tf iniquity be in thy hand, put it far away, and let 
not wickedneſs dwell in thy tabernacles. For then 
ſpalt thou lift up thy face without ſpot,” thou ſhalt be 
fledfaſt, and ſhalt not fear. There will be no fear, 
nodanger where there is no guilt. - Nothing:but our 
finscan alienate us fromthe favour andthe proteQion 
of the Almighty ; nothing elſe can defeat our Prayers, 
infatuate our counſels, weaken our endeavours, give 
courage and ſucceſs to our adverſaries. If our Religion 
have better effe&s upon vs than theirs hath upon them; 
if it make us-more righteous, more ſober, more godly, 
more charitable, more peaceable, more loyal, than theirs 
doth them, if it exceed theirs as much in'its efficacy, as 
it doth in its principles, God will then eaſily be intreat- 
ed for us, he will be ſure then” #0 be-oz our ſide, and 
we need not fear what man-can do unto ut. Weneed 
not fear the ſubtilty, 'or- the ſtrength: of our Enemies, 
but we may hope upon 'good grounds, that the ſame 
Almighty 
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Almighty Saviour, . who delivered this Kingdom and 
Church from that formidable and as it ſeemed invinci- 
ble Armado in 88. That he that blew up. the deep de- 
ſign of the Powder Plotters, and by a miraculous dif- 
covery did then preſerve our King, our-Princes, No- 
bles, and the whole Parliament, and with them our 
Liberties and Religion, from. a-dreadful deſtruction; 
That he that hath ſo often diſappointed the confidence, 
defeated the counſels, laid open the moſt ſecret Plots 
of our Romiſhi adverſaries againſt the lives of our Pro- 
teſtant Rulers, and the Being of our Proteſtant Reli- 
gion 3 That he that brought order out of the greateſt 
confaſion of a Civil War, and a lawleſs Government, he 
that ſo powerfully and graciouſly reſtored our preſent 
Sovereign, recovered our Stete and Church from their 
deſolate ruines, and hath, by a no leſs wonderful pro- 


vidence, lately preſerved our King from ſo many devil 


iſh conſpiracies againſt his Crown and Life : I fay we 


have good reaſon to hope that the God who hath hi- 


therto delivered us, will {till do fo, in our greateſt 
fears and perplexiticsz if we turn from ourevil ways by 
repentance, and turn unto him by earneſt, and fervent 


Prayer. He will not caſt off his people, nor. forlake his Pla. 94. 14. 


inheritance. 
Thus have I ſhewed you, that in our general Pray- 
ers for all Men, we are under an eſpecial oblipation 
to pray for. the Church and Country whereof we are 
a part 3 and I havediredted you how to pray, how to 
ask, ſo that you may obtain : I muſt proceed to ſhew 
you in the next place, that as you are to pray for the 
whole body of the Kingdom, fo more eſpecially: for 
the Head and Governour of it, for the King asſupream, 
and all Magiſtrates under him,and this my Text exacts of 
me. Texhort firſs of all that Supplications, Prayers, In- 
D . terceſſions 


—_— — —— 


— ——— — 
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terceſſions, and giving of thanks bemade for all m en 
for Kings and all that ure 'in authority, whether they 
be or bad ;/forthe good, that God would be plea- 
ſed to confirm and proſper them in their vertuous pro- 
ceedings, and keep their hearts fonnd in bis Statutes ; 
for the bad, That:he imwhoſe hands are the bearts of 
Kings ib turn theme: whitherſoever 'he will, would 
convert and reform them'by-a mighty grace, that he 
would-pardon their/fins; that he would ſubdue them 
to his obedience, over-rule them by his power, and re- 


 ſtrain/them from ating any-thing either to their own, 


or the; pablick detriment, :. The Kings; whom.the fir 
Chriſtians were tb pray'thas for, were not: only: Hea- 
thens,' without the Charch, bur bitter Enemies to it, 
and bloody perſecutors of it, for Idolatry, Cruelty, ane 
Tyranny, <um ans generis porteuta,. the Monſters, the 
Prodigits" of 'their- time; and kind; yet theſe wicked 
Kings and Emperouts-rault be prayed for, much more 
Chriſtian Princes, the warſing Fathers of the Church; 
much more our own King in whoſe life and welfare 
we are {o nearly concerned. -Let us pray: heartily for 
him, what we pray every day for him, at be mruy.al- 
way intline $0 Gods will, and walk in bis way ; be- 
feeching Him alſo, by whom Kings reign, to eſtabliſh 
-his Throne, defend his perſon, dire& hisCounſels, and 
ſhew him the things that belong to his own peace, and 
the peace and ſecurity of his people. TIlhall give you 
fome reafons and motivesto enforce this duty. | 

' I. Sach as are more general.to move us to pray for all 


Kmpy at all tnnes. 


2, Sach as more particularly (ſhould ftir us upto pray 

for our own King at this time. 8 
Tbegin with the firſt. | 

1. One great motive to pray for Kings wa +" 
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Authority, is the motive in. my Text, vis. That we may 
legd 4 quiet and peaceable life in ell godlineſs and ho- 
zeſty, The whole Kingdom ſhare in the well-domg 
and proſperity, and alſo in the miſcarriages and misfor- 
tunes, of a Princez He is the light of his 1/rael, if he 
be quenched, nay if he be but clouded, or eclipſed, 
what 'darkne6s: and confufion, what diſcomfort and hor- 
rour preſently , overwheltns the whole State! As the 
Sun, and Stars, are ordained in nature to give vigour 
and life to Trees, Plants and other ſublunary crea- 
tures; ſo is the face and countenance of Authority 
fir the ranging and refeliing, ache Goda pi 

r the ffirengthing ahd ri 0p, all the' of piety 
and reli —— are by our miniſtry ſown m the 
hearts of men. Their laws, their proteQtion and their 
zXample have an influence upon. godline ſc as well as 
honefty 3 , The power and Juriſdiction of Chriftian 
Princes reaching the Chnrch as well as the $fzte.' And 
however Mariena and other Jeſuites have determin- 


ed, ut nihil Princeps de religrone flatuat, excluding Mmima cp. 


Kings from all_.Eccleſiaftical government, and making 
St. Peters pretended ſucceſſour, the Pope, fole Monarch 
here; yet if the high Pricft had —_— fo much 
in Davids time, He himſelf had not ordered the cour- 
ſes and attendance of the Levites as we read he did 


I Chrov. 9.,22, 23. Nor m Hezehiabhs time, who him- 2 Chron. 36» 


{elf appointed the fervices:of the Prieſts and Levites, 
and gave ſpecial order by Royal Edid, for: the cele- 
bration of the great Pafiover, and that too at anun- 
uſual time. Yea peer eakily be __—_ that the = 
vereigns among all people, not only Chrift:avs,' but 
Heathens , _s both claimed gi power 
over religious perfons, and in religious cauſes as well as. 
others. The great A; tells. us that the jo . 8, 
| 2 an 


W 


4 
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and principal thing iz a Conitnonwealth is 4:2: mw ber oy 
Enid a'care of religion5: and in the Scriptures we 
Find not only the Kings 'of - Þael, ſuch- as Moſer, Fo+ 


fuah, David,Solomon, Aſa, Jehvſapaht, Hezekiah, Jos 
4b, Sc. but the King of Babylon, and Darius the 


ſerfian, pobliſhing: their: Edifs' to and ffo-about' the 
worſhip of their falſe:Gods;/'and of-the- true God- allo. 
Neither [did:'the'Einperonrs by ſubmitting ro' Chriſtia: 
nity ſufferany diminution in this part-of their Royalty ; 
witneſs Conſflaztine, who honoured Biſhops very high- 
ly, and yet he reſervedito himſelf rhe 4g of'pu ing . 
the Church from Idolatry, and eſtabliſhing the-worthip 
of God,- by his own 'Imperial-EdiQts.' Wittiels Fosz 
zian,and Theodoſinr,who by their own immediate Att, 
reſtored and reformed the -pure religion, which Fu[zaw 
and Yalens. had ſo: much corrupted; and deſtroyed-r 
Witneſs Jaſtiniar, who! eſtabliſhed the Code of the 
Univerſal Church, conſiſting of the Canons of- the four 
firſt General,. arid five ancient Provincial Councils, aid 
commanded them to: be kept as Laws. I cannot ſtay 
here .to give more-inſtances of this nature, ſ&eing What- 
hath been faid already doth ſufficiently. ſhew'that Kings 
and Magiſtrates have a great influence upon the Church, 
upon our living godlily, and therefore areto be pray'd 
for as ſuch who may and do contribute very much 
either to: the deſtru&ion, or. to'the*defence-'of the 
Faith, the true Religion. \| need nottell you whar a 
neceſſary, dependance'all-the civil interefts of a'Nation 
have upon their. Head-and Governonr:; nor have [time 
to.ſhew you what glory. the honour of a Prinee refle&s 
-ypon his people, - what: prateCtion' and. ſecurity they 
have in his power , his Wiſdom, his vigilance and his 
gaodneſs; I can only tell you, that his good is a common 
googl, and. therefare'to be prayed for as well for our 
3 awn, 
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own fake as his, that 'we may lead quiet and peaceable 
lives in all godlineſs and honeſty. That is the firſt- 
tnotive to! pray for Kings, becauſe the general fafety, 
peace, proſperity, and piety of a Nation depends fo 


much upon them. A further encouragement to this duty, 


. 42, na ſecond place. may be this, wiz. That the 
prayers and piety of Szbje&s do very much contribute 
to. the procuring and preſerving of good Kings and 


Magiſtrates, As for the iniquity and irreligion of a 


people God many times juſtly deprives them of a good: 
Prince by ſuffering him to fall into ſin and miſchief,which 


was thecaſe of the incomparable Foſiah : So by religion 2 Kings 23. 
and righteouſneſs is a Nation exalted, and a Throne 25: 
eſtabliſhed. If zhe wicked be taker from before the King, prov. 25. 5. 


his Thrane fhall be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, If the 
prayers of ſingle-:perſons are ſo prevalent 'for them- 
ſelves and their friends; what great things may we ex- 
pet fromthe united -devotions of man men in 
behalf of a perſon- whoſe good redounds to many, and 
pun happineſs is a publick benefit > As you have 
eard. 

.- If prayer inſuch a caſe do not move God, to convert 
a King from all fin, and:make him-doall the good which 
1s 1n his power; yet we may hope it will, at leaſtwiſe, 
obtain that reſtraining grace for him which will keep 
bim -from : being worſe, and hinder him from doing 
that evil to; hinifelf-or the publick which. before he was 
inclined to. *: Rs _ : | | = 

We are apt to impute the 1] management of things 
and the ia = thereupon, tothe wenkb_—_ 
wickedneſs. of Kings; which pethaps may_.more juſtly: 
be charged-upon-the ſins, the profaneneſs andindevo- 
tion of the /xbjetb, which. very often provokes God to 
withdraw his guidance and. ditettian,. his grace _— | 
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ſiſtance from Princes, giving them up to be ſwayed by ilt 
cqunſel, to be oyerpowered by tempeation, to bedrawn 
by their own luſts and paſſions to commit fuch folly and 
——_ as becomes a plague, and a ſcourge, to a fin- 

n e. | 
Palm 105. 32. 7 peoples ſake it went ill with Moſes when he 
ſpake wmnadviſedly with his lips. Davids fin nuns 
ing the people was but a judgment executed on 
2Sam. 24- 1- thern for their own wickedneſs, The anger of the Lord 
wer kindled againſt Iſrael, ( for their fins no doubt ) 
aud he moved David againft them to fey, Go number 

Ifrael and Judab. "ory 

To mſtance in the cafe which was too much our 
own, It was the peoples fin, and not his ſurely, which 

| Provoked God to deliver up the beſt of Kings into 
the bands of bloody and deceitful men, to be abuſed 
and vilified, and afterwards murthered by them ; If 
his good ſfubjets had ſpent as much time in- ferjous 
prayer for him as thoſe hypocritical Traytours did in 
their mock Jevations, we might happily have enjoyed 
him longer. | ET 
3. Weare to pray for Kings, becauſe it is the only 
way the generality can do them ſervice m. Thoſe 
that cannot help them by their counſel, nor their Pur- 
ſes, may by their prayers. This way the charity and kind- 
nels of the pooreſt Cottage may viſit and relieve the 
Court 1t.ielf, and the greateſt King may be:indebred for 
his preſervation, his life, his health, the ſucceſs of his 
affairs, to the prayers of his'meaneft Vaſſal. 

-4- Chriftian prudence direds, and Chriſtian charity 
meclines us'to pray moſt for ſuch as moſt need it. Now 
there are none in many reſpects more indigent and ne- 

eeffitous than the greateſt Princes-and Potentates, none- 
that need proyers and Suterceſſions mare than _ 
'Þ an 
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and that 1. in reſpe& of their great duties, 2. Their ma- 
nifold temptations, 3. Their numerous enemies, ſome 
- one way, and fome in another, projecting. againſt 
I. Their duties are great and difficult ; It is a ve 
hard matter to rule well ; agreat deal of Wiſdom, -a 
great deal of [tudy and care, of (treagth and induſtry 
1s required co make a good ' Governour. The Maſter 
or Ruler of aFanvly, a lutle Commonwealth, as ar;- 
feotle calls it, bath a great deal more todo, a great ma- 
ny more ſolicitous thoughts about him; a great many 
=—_— —_ f —_ n his bands, — 
: a-ſingle, t ad nt, capacity ordinaril 
hath. "The Ann. indo of a Kingdom which __ 
tains not only many Families, but many Corporations 
and Cities, will find the cares. and troubles of provifion 
and protetion.tocnrreaſe and multiply proportionably. 
. -\Epicerss,, who would by no means deny :the being 
of .a God, yet diſowned his providence, and he did it 
with ſome ſhew of complement and civilicy, pretend- 
ng that it aiuſt needsbe a great interruption of his eaſe 
and tranquillity to concera ;himſelf ny the government 
of che World, the ordering, guiding, controulmg, dif- 
poſing: of things ſo much below himſalf... In this indeed 
be bewraies a very erroneous, a very unworthy 'con- 
ception of tlie :Supream Ruler of the World, as if the 
ways and adioris of the moſt: perfeft Bey ' were ſub- 
ze& to the Game fireights,, confinements, and: fatigues, 
e8Ours are 3 whereas his wiſdom knows all things with: 
out fo much as the labour of diſcourſe; and his- power 
can do all things. without Stratagem, or: coontrivance. 
But the Gods of the Earth, 'tis true, ot 
giſtrates, who in-many things not only reprelent, but 
ble the God of + Arm wm: this _ very. unhke 


him. 
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him. They do notattain their Wiſdom without diligent 
ſearch, experience and obſervation, nor employ either 
it or their power without much toil and diſturbance. 
And how great ſoever the wiſdom and power, the kill 
and ativity of ſome Kings may be to facilitate and 
lighten the duties and burthen of their Empire, we 
know to whole bleſſing they are indebted both for the 
one and the other, even to that God who gave: Solo- . 
2:02 an underſtanding heart to judge his people, and 
girded David with ſtrength to battle, to ſubdue 
thoſe under him, who roſe up againſt him. 

Now ſeeing theſe > Frome: bleflings of Heaven are ob- 
tained, and continued to Kings ordinarily by Prayer z 
therefore, in this reſpe&, they need our prayers more - 
than any othersdo. They do fo alſo, ; 

- 2. In reſpe@ of their temptations; their infirmities 
being the ſame with other Mens ; their checks and re- 


ſtraints leſs powerful, their miſcarriages of a publick in- 
fluence : The Devil the great enemy of all will 

ly all his adv inſt them 3 the World lays all 
bh baits before them, s them all her glory at once, 


ſhe will not let them want any ſupplies for their luxu- 
, any inſtruments for oppreſſion and cruelty, 'any 
rniture for Pride and Vanity, nor any- flatterers to 
colour and extenuate their Vices, and ſhew them only 
the fair ſide of themſelves. Seeing then they are e 
betrayed into fin, they muſt needs wit great ſupplies 
and ſuccours of the Divine Grace, to repel their temp- 
tations, to ſecure their innocency, or to pardon their 


 errours and exorbitances, and conſequently many 


prayers to obtain this Grace, to help them in their 

need. : | 

3. They are furrounded with many enemies, and 

Expoſed to many dangers: The height of their glory 
| raiſeth 
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raiſeth as much envy as admiration, and makes them 
more. obnoxious to. the fury and. violence of every 
form: How many awbitious and afpiring minds ſeek 
to greaten themſelves by their diminution 2 How ma- 
ny diſcontented ſpirits, Sons of Belial, impatient of 
the Yoke, are trying all ways to throw off their rule, 
and .if they cannot advance themſelves, to bring 
them down and lay all level? How many deſperate 
Fortunes hope to repair themſelves by a Kingdoms 
downfall? | 
| We our ſelves have ſeen all this ſadly exemplified, 
and we can make no defenſe, for the future, equal to 
the danger, without engaging his-help by our prayers, 
who giveth ſalvation unto Kings, and: ſheweth mercy Pl. 144. 10 
to his anointed. 
5. We are obliged to be more inſtant and importu- 
nate in our 'prayers for Kings, becauſe this is the moſt 
lawful, and righteous way of remedying what is amiſs 
m them, and of redreſling our grievances; it we ſuffer 
by them, we are not allowed to lift up our hand againſt 
them though it be in the maintenance of our own 
right. Gods guard' ſecures them, more than their own : 
Touch not mine anointed. Though David himſelf : Chron. 16. 
had a fair Title to the Crown, yet his heart ſmote him 2?* SY 
but for cutting off the $kirt of $4a#ls garment, and we 
know afterwards he cauſed the poor Awalckite to be 
ſmitten to death for having a hand in his blood, though 
he could not ſo properly be ſaid to krl, as to diſpatch: Sun. r. 
him, or in our ordinary way of ſpeaking to put him- 
out of his pain, which in ſome caſes would rather have 
been interpreted a kindneſs, than a cruelty ;- but this he 
did, no doubt toſhew how ſacred and inviolate the per-' 
ſons and lives of Soveraign Princes ought to be. Nay: 
we are not allowed ſo much as to lift up our tongues 
E againſt 
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Eccleſ. 8. 4. 


Job 34 18. 


Pal. 89. $1. 
Exod. 22. 28. 


Ecclef. 10. 20. 


Ka. 60. 7s 


againſt them in any murmurous: complaints. Where 
the word of aKing ii,there is power, and who ſhall ſay 
10 him what doſi thou ? It is not only intolerable inſo- 
lence, but impiety in ſome caſes to tell them of their 
faults. Ts it fit, faith Elihu, to ſay to a King thou art 
wicked, and to. Princes ye are wngodly.? And as 
we muſt not ſpeak evil to them,zſo neither 'muſt we. 
ſpeak it of them behind their backs. We muſt not 
reproach the footſteps of Gods anointed, nor ſpeak 
evil of the ruler of our people. Nay the prohibition 
reacheth: further ſtill., and doth not only reſtrain. us 
from expreſling our diſlikes of them and their-govern- 
ment, but from coriceiving- if poſſible; at-leaft wife 
from harbouring or cheriſhing any ill opinion. of them 
in our own breaſts. Curſe not the King, no not in thy 
thought. 3 020m by ©: 2-9:6-9V. .2 
They are accountable to God: and to:none but hinx 
for their miſdemeanours; thoſe who arraign them-a& 
any other Bar_ invade the Divine Authority and' de 
encroach upon Gods Prerogative as well as the Kings, 
by a bold and daring impiety-: But it concerns usthere-- 
fore the more to have recourſe to. God,- to. ſeek relief 


from him by prayer, humbly beſeeching. him to: give 


the King: his judgments, to guide and, diret him in all: 
his ways, to make his Officers peace and bis exaFours 
righteouſneſt; and: this we muſt- pray too with ſubmiſ.. 
ſion to-Gods will, and patiently waiting for. his help, 
rejoycing the mean: whike in the teſtimony of-our con< 
{ciences,, that we have: uſed. no indirect means to help. 
our ſclves, | 


I have propounded theſe arguments, in ſtead of as 


ny more, to ſhew- the reafonableneſs of this Chriſtian, 


duty of praying for Kings and all that are in 'Autho- 
rity 1 ſhall now only. add this to what hath hitherto. 
| been. 


—_— It 54 


We” Sermon on the 30. of January. | 27 


been ſpoken in a more general way, viz. That our pre- 
ſent circumſtances are fuch as do furniſh ſome peculiar 
motives to this duty of praying for our own Kiyg - 
As firſt of all, 

1. The great danger that he is in. 

2. The greatneed we have at this time of his fatherly 
care and prudent condudct. . 

' T. We cannot but apprehend him to be in great dan- 
ger 3 becauſe thoſe pernicious deſigns, againſt his rege/ 
perſon and government, {cemyettobe but in partdiſco- 
vered; becauſe his enemies are ſuch as pretend they 
have Right and Religion on their ſide, A power to 
diſpoſe of the Crowns and Lives of Princes, to ab- 
ſolve Subjects from all Oaths of Allegiance, to make 
Rebellion and Treaſon not only Lawful, but Merito- 
riow.: We mult needs, I fay, have very fad and fert- 
ous apprehenſions of the Kings danger , when we 
conſider that he is encompaſſed with fuch Malignant 
enemies, whoſe Craft and Policy envenoms their Cru- 
elty, whoſe very Religion is more formidable than 
Pagan jmpiety, and their Church in the worſt ſenſe 
terrible as an army with Banners. It concerns us 
therefore moſt heartily to commend him-to his Al 


mighty and gracious protedion, ' who giveth great de- Pal. 18. go. 
liverances #0 his Kings, who diſappointeth the devices * 33: 10, 


of the crafty, ſo that their 1% cannot perform 


their enterprize; whoſe eyes are wpon the ways of Job 24. 21. 
man and he ſeeth all his goings; before whom Helf Plal. 132. 2. 


is naked and deſiruGion hath xo covering : humbly 


be ſeeching him to bring to light the hidden works of p;, 


darkneſs, and to take the wicked in the devices that. 
they have imagined; to cloath all his enemies with 
ſhame, and to grant that wpon his own head his Crown 


way long remain, and a" _- 


IO. &> 
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2. We have. a great deal of. reaſon. to pray for our 
at this time 3 becauſe we never ſtood -1n' more 
of a wiſe and Religious Prince, #9 feed. ws. accord- . 
ing to the integrity of his heart,and to guide ws by the 
skilfulneſs of his hands, to ſearch out a matter; to 
dive into the depth of our enemies treachery, to ſee 
through thejr pretences, and-to fruſtrate the counſels:of 


wicked and malicious Men's ;to diltihguiſh between his 


Plal. 47. 0. 
Ezek. 31. 17. 
Judges 2c. 2. 
Ifa- 19. 13. 
Ifa. 44+. 28. 

2 Sam. 14. 15. 
Job 29. 15, 


traly Loyal, Hogneſ},  peaceable Subjets, and thoſe 


who only flatter with their lips whilſt War and Malice 
38 in their Hearts z to weigh .counſels, and: aftions, and 
.to proceed in ſuch methods af, Policy, .agare mdt-likce. 


ly to ſecure; the great: intereſts of, Chureb and. Srare. 
The Charaders, which.ia Scripture are giver}. of Kings 


and A2regiſtrates, ſhew: us what great bldangs they are 


to a Nation jn times, of fear and: perplexity, of diſtreſs 
and . calamity... .\Þbey ave called the fbieldn::af the 
earth; tbe arms of aprople to: bear. them up; and lead 
them,” The cqrners, of 4 Stete, Paſtors, Angels,i'F.a- 
thers. All which ſpeak them our Guides, our Gaazr- 
diavs, ous Sirength, and Safety; as well as our Crown 
apdG/ory; Wherefare in theſe dangerous and threatning 
times, :ngw.fo many haye openly declared their ill will 
to this our Sion; 1a: many Tobiahs and Sanballats 
malign our Peace and Proſperity z ſo many. Zeba's 
and Zalmuxna's are ready to take to themſelves the 


. . houſes of God in poſleſlion, we cannot but m ſome 


' meaſure be ſenhble of the great bleſſing, of a Proteſtant 


King, of one who tenders our Religions, no leſs than 
our Civil intereſts, and bath bitherta been a rwr/ing 
Father, aswellto the Church, as tothe &7are.; .and con. 
ſequently me muſt needs apprehend. that. we . have a 
great geal of reaſon to pray for the;hfe- and' welfare of 
uch a King, for Gods gracious Providence over hur, 
| and 


1 
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and for the continuance of: his fatherly care over 'tis5 
that he may be blefſed with fuch ConmezHors,: and: we 
with ſuch Aagiftrates under him, as may- always be 
zealous for.the rights of God and Ceſar, as may | 
to ſecure the Kizgs juſt power and dominion by —_ 
tenancing, iencouraging , and advancing that” Holy 
-Chriflian Faith, 'which produceth -Lowe, Peace, and 
.Good-will among Men; which teachethus to be week 
and:;good natured,.:to' be gentle and kindly affet# 
_ onated Qne c_ another; to be-ſ#bje&# to Princi- 
palitier. and. Powers, 'to obey Magiſtrates, aid to be 
Laing every good: work. -/.; 5” F 0 91, 
.; Lneed not fay.:much of onr preſent exigencies, we 
cannot. but /perceive:them; and Tam 'as unwilling to 
raiſe cexſelefs jenlowftes, as to-contributeany thing to a 
cereleſt, and #uncligions. ſecurity. 1 only ſggeſt this, 
that if Kings havea greatinflaenceupon'our Pexce and 
Traxquiliity,. the praftice of Hoxeſty and Piety, (as you 
have heard they have) that there is-more caufe than 
ordinary that we ſhould pray heartily for' our King in 
theſe ſinful and-dangerous:times, . that God. of his infi- 
nite:goodne(s and mercy. would//ove both him and ww 
ont of therhands of our  exewies, that we may ſerve 
bim. without fear in bolineſ+ and righteonfneſs be- 
fore him all the days of our lives; that glory may dwell 
tv oxr:laud; ard elf nations may call ws bleſſed. © © 
. . - Andiſceing God: hath already: been pleaſed #o do 
treat things for ur 'mhereof we ave'glad, we mult not 
wholly paſs by that -part of: my -Text which calls' for 
our \gratitude, oxr giving of thanks, but offer unto 
God: the: ſacrifice af þrac je, as-well as of proyer, bleſ- 
ſing God:for the experience we'have had of his good- 
neſs and patience in ſparing us hitherto, and for thoſe 
ſignal pledges he hath been pleaſed to give us of his fa- 
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